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INTRODUCTION

On March 9, 1982 the Orange County Board of Supervisors adopted Resolution

No. 82-349, authorizing preparation of a Specific Plan for Sunset Beach. As
stated in that resolution, the Board determined that development of a Specific
Plan is an appropriate mechanism for preparing the land use regulations
necessary to implement the Local Coastal Program (LCP)/Land Use Plan (LUP) for
Sunset Beach. The Land Use Plan, including Development Guidelines, was approved
by the Board of Supervisors on May 6, 1981 as an amendment to the Orange County
General Plan. The purpose of the Sunset Beach Specific Plan is to tie together
the Land use Plan and Implementing Actions Program of the Local Coastal Program.

In January, 1986, the Board of Supervisors directed the Environmental Management
Agency (EMA) to prepare an amendment to the SBSP/LCP. EMA staff worked in close
coordination with the LCP Board to prepare the comprehensive amendment which
served to modify and clarify Specific Plan policies and regulations. Amendment
90-1 to the SBSP/LCP was approved by the Board of Supervisors by Resolution

# 90-1244 and Ordinance # 3798 on September 26, 1990.

The Sunset Beach Specific Plan and Local Coastal Program (SBSP/LCP) consists of
the following four sectioms:

Section I, Introduction, describes the authorization and purposes of the
Specific Plan, and the structure of the plan.

Section II, General Plan Review, includes analysis of all elements of the
General Plan to ensure consistency with the Specific Plan.

Section III, Land Use Plan, provides the background analysis for the Specific
Plan and includes the four required components of the Land Use Plan Phase of the
Local Coastal Program: Resource, Transportation, Access and Recreation and New
Development. Each component includes 'a section of policies designed to cover
jssues raised in that component. Also, the Recreation and New Development
Component includes the Land use Plan map and Development Guidelines, both
designed to carry out the intent of the Californmia Coastal Act consistent with
the desires of the Sunset Beach Community.

Section IV, Land Use Regulations, consists of the Land Use District map and Land
Use Regulations which implement the LCP/Land Use Plan. The regulations include
general provisions, district regulations, and off-street parking requirements.
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8)

Temporary recreational facilities for general public use may be

permitted subject to an encroachment permit from EMA/Public Property
Permits Division. Such facilities shall be located at least
seventy-five (75) feet from residential property lines unless the
facility is directly in front of the property of the applicant for
the encroachment permit.

Sunset Beach Parking Facility (SBP)

1)

2)
3)

4)

5)

6)

Parking control shall be in accordance with Ordinance 3205 as
adopted by the Board of Supervisors, County of Orange.

The present general configuration and facilities shall be rétained.'
There shall be no overhead or underground parking facility.

There shall be no parking meters or other mechanical parking control
devices. '

The County shall consult with the Sunset Beach LCP Revievw Board for
recommendation before any facilities are changed or expanded or
additional signs installed. '

There shall be no advertising of any nature.

Sunset Beach Waterways (SBW)

1)

2)

For greater use by the general public, all channels and public
vatervays in existence as of February 2, 1965 (on which date, by
Resolution 65-112, the Orange County Board of Supervisors
established the channel widths) shall be maintained and operated as
public watervays, subject to Sections 5 through 11 of the Codified
Ordinances and Codes governing County waterways. They shall be
properly bulkheaded to prevent erosion and resultant land filling,
and dredged to maintain navigable depth and regulated to prevent
impediment of channel navigation (as described in Sections 2-2-63
and 2-2-65 of the Orange County Codified Ordinances). All navigable
channels shall be retained and maintained at the present width, no
part of the channels shall be filled, and no encroachments shall be
alloved except for bulkheads, gangways, and docks as provided in
item number 2 below. :

In addition to a Coastal Development Permit from the State, a Public
Property Encroachment Permit (encroachment permit) is required for
all existing and proposed bulkheads, gangways and docks vithin the
Sunset Beach Waterways. Bulkheads not within the SBW will require
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3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

'illegal an

evidence of sound construction (building permit) concurrent with the
application for an encroachment permit for dock and gangwvay
attachments. The right to said permit shall be attached to the
property and run with the ownership of the bulkhead frontage.

As part of the encroachment permit application process, a
determination will be made for existing facilities as to whether
they are in a state of good repair or a state of disrepair. Docks
vith inadequate floats resulting in partial submersion, sinking or
listing, broken or inappropriate decking material, inadequate
supports or improper fastening devices (such as PVC pipe), and

d unsafe electrical wiring shall be deemed to be in a
state of disrepair. All existing bulkheads, gangways, and docks
will require an encroachment permit and be brought into a state of
good repair within two (2) years of the adoption of amendment dated
August 31, 1983.

All applications for an encroachment permit shall be submitted to
the Sunset Beach LCP Board for their review and recommendations
prior to issuance of said permit.

To provide greater public use of Sunset Channel from 1lth Street to
the northwest end of the channel, the channel encroachment line
shall be twenty (20) feet measured from bulkhead face (See figures
12 and 13). Side setbacks for docks shall be two (2) feet from each
property line. This provision is intended to replace the pier lines
set in Orange County Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 65-112. No
deck or structure shall extend over or in fromt of the bulkhead in
any channel, except a four (4) foot by five (5) foot landing or brow
shall be permitted to extend past the bulkhead for access to 2
gangwvay to docks.

To provide maximum public use of inland waterways in the channels
running at ninety (90) degrees to Pacific Coast Highway, the channel
encroachment line shall be forty (40) feet as measured from lot
property lines existing prior to January 1, 1965 (see Figure 12).

All bulkheads, gangvavs, and docks encroaching on public waterways
shall be maintained in a state of good repair at all times. Failure

. to repair, upon written notice of Director, EMA, shall be cause for

revocation of encroachment permit (Section 2-2-151 (5) Codified
Ordinances).

All encroachment permits are subject to inspection by Director, EMA
or designee or Sheriff’s Harbor Patrol.

To meet visitor serving needs, the 11th Street public beach shall be

retained in its present general configuration, or if reconfigured,
shall provide equivalent recreational opportunities and shall be

Iv-17
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CRITERIA FOR SUNSET BEACH
CHANNEL ENCROACHMENTS
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8)

9)

properly maintained. Small boats may be launched at the 1lth Street
beach provided there is no use of trailers, sand dollies, or
mechanical launching equipment. In accordance vith Section 2-2-47
of the County of Orange Codified Ordinances, the launching of boats
is specifically prohibited at all other publicly owned properties
adjacent to Sunset Channel.

Any vessel that is occupied with the intent of being used as a
residence if prohibited from using dock facilities or mooring
overnight within Sunset Beach.

The renting or leasing of docks adjacent to private residences is
permitted provided that one nine (9) foot by eighteen (18) foot
off-street parking space is provided for each boat for which mooring
space is rented or leased.

Floodplain District (FP)

Zoning Code Section 7-9-113, Floodplain District Regulations, and the
Coastal Flood Plain Development Study as amended are hereby incorporated
into the Sunset Beach Specific Plan and shall be applicable as
designated by the land use regulation map or sectional district map
except that second- and third-story additions are permitted if their
cost does not exceed fifty (50) percent of the market value of the
residential structure.

OFF—STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS

Off-street barking regulations, including minimum parking stalls required,
shall be provided in compliance with Section 7-9-145 of the Orange County
Zoning Code except that:

1.

Residential

a.

Parking stall size for residential uses shall be a minimum of nine
(9) feet by eighteen (18) feet, whether the stall is covered or
uncovered.

One half of the required parking may be tandem for residential lots
having less than forty-six (46) feet of street frontage.

Other Permitted Uses
No owner or tenant shall lease, rent or otherwise make available to

intended users any off-street parking spaces required by this
article.

Iv-18



Modifications to the off-street parking standards shall be by a
Coastal Development Permit.

Parking stalls for commercial uses requiring backing onto public
streets shall be prohibited, except where they presently exist. In
the case of minor alterations to existing structures, nonconforming
parking stalls may remain subject to a Coastal Development Permit.
Minor alterations are defined as those that 1.) do not increase the
intensity of use and 2.) do not increase the existing parking
capacity.

Subject to a Coastal Development Permit, the off-street parking
facilities may be located on separate non-contiguous building sites
subject to assurances that would guarantee their continuous
maintenance for the uses they serve. Non-contiguous building sites
shall be within four hundred seventy (470) feet of the site of the
uses they serve.

Up to fifty (50) percent of the required parking for commercial uses
may be compact size, eight (8) feet by fifteen and one-half (15 1/2)
feet, subject to a Coastal Development Permit. The point of entry
or exit for compact space shall be no closer than twenty (20) feet

- from the ultimate right-of-way at the street opening.

#

One-way accessways shall have a minimum vidth of fourteen (14) feet
unless it is a fire lane which requires a minimum of twenty (20)
feet.

Two-way accessways shall have a minimum width of twenty-four (24)
feet.

The point of exit or entry from any off-street parking space, except '
compact, -may be at the ultimate right-of-way to a street opening.

Aisle width requirements of Section 7-9-145.5 of the Orange County
Zoning Code shall prevail, except that one-way aisles with parallel
parking on one or both sides shall be a minimum of twelve (12) feet.

Up to forty (40) percent of the required parking spaces may be
tandem parking subject to a Coastal Development Permit.

Subject to a Coastal Development Permit, a reduction in the number
of required paring spaces may be alloved for uses which utilize
shared parking on site between uses vhich have different peak
parking periods.

IV-19



Minimum parking stalls required by specific use within Sunset Beach are set
out as follows:

Use
Automobile, truck, boat,
trailer or similar vehicle
sales or rental
establishments.

Automobile service stations

Beauty shop or barber shop.

Child care center, day
nursery, preschool or nursery
school.

Commercial boat docks.

Commercial service
establishments, repair shops,
motor vehicle repair garages,
and similar establishments.

Dance halls, pool or billiard

parlors, roller or ice skating

tinks, exhibition halls,
including private clubs and
lodge halls.

Food store, grocery store,
supermarket, or similar use.

Stall Required

1 space for each 400 sq. ft. of gross
floor area, except area used
exclusively for storage or loading and

1 space for each 1000 sq. ft. of
outdoor sales, display or service area

2 spaces for each lubrication stall,
rack, or pit, plus 1 space for each
gasoline pump outlet

2 spaces for each of ihe beauty
station or barber chair

1 space for each staff member, plus 1
space for each 5 children or 1 space
for each 10 children where a circular
drivewvay or its equivalent designed by
the continuous flow of passenger
vehicles for the purpose of loading
and unloading children.

1 space for each 35 feet of boat dock
or boat mooring with a minimum of 1
space per boat. In addition, where
commercial docks are used.to load or
unload passengers on a commercial or
fee basis, there shall be 1 additional
onsite parking space required for each
2 passenger or passenger capacity of
the boat. :

1 space for each 400 sq. ft. of gross
floor area, except floor area used

. exclusively for storage or loading,

plus 1 space for each 500 sq. ft. of
outdoor sales, display, or service
area.

1 space for each 3 persons alloved
within the maximum occupancy load as
established by local, County or State
fire, building or health codes, or 1
space for each 75 square foot of gross
floor area, whichever is greater.

1 space for each 225 sq. ft. of gross
floor area.
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Furniture store, appliance
store, machinery rental, or
sale store (including motor
vehicle rental or sales), and
similar establishments which
handle only bulky merchandise.

General office and other
business technical service,
administrative or professional
offices including real estate.

General.retail stores, except
as otherwise provided.

Laundromats.

Medical/dental office or
clinic.

Motel or hotel

Private golf course, swim
club, country club, tennis
club, recreation center, or
similar use.

Professional offices of
doctors, dentists or similar
professions.

Residential

Restaurants, night clubs, bars
and similar establishments for
the sale and consumption of
food and beverage on the
premises.

Tennis Courts, open to ‘the
public.

Veterinary hospital.

Other.

SIGN REGULATIONS

1 space for each 500 sq. ft. of gross
floor area, except floor area used
exclusively for storage or loading,
plus 1 space for each 500 sq. ft. of
outdoor sales, display or service
area.

1 space for each 250 sq. ft. of gross
floor area.

1 space for each 225 sq. ft. gross‘
floor area.

1 space for each 4 machines.

1 space for each 150 sq. £t. of gross
floor area.

1 space for each guest unit. 2 spaces
for any unit having facilities other
than bathroom, e.g., kitchen, wet bar,
etc.

1 space for each 4 persons, based upon
maximum capacity of all facilities
capable of simultaneous use as
determined by the staff, plus 1 space
for each 2 employees.

1 space for each 150 sq. f£t. of gross
floor area.

2 spaces for each dwelling unit.

1 space for each 100 sq. ft. of
serving area. There shall be a
minimum of 10 spaces on-site without
regard for the sq. ft. of service
area.

2 spaces for each céurt.

llspace for each 150 sq. ft. of gross
floor area.

All other uses shall be defined by the

Orange County Zoning Code, Section
7-9-145 - 6 .
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All references to this section shall include Section 1 through 9.

1.

Purpose and intent

The purpose of this district is to establish standards for the control
of signs in areas of Sunset Beach Local Coastal Program vhich require
protection of vistas of the natural landscape, scenic corridors and
highvays, recreational facilities and routes used for access to
recreational areas and facilities. The intent of these regulations is
to minimize the number of signs and to encourage the use of sound
planning and design principles in the use of signs to complement the
main use of the property. Also to promote the visitor-serving
commercial/recreational facilities designed to enhance public
opportunities for coastal recreation.

General Provisions

a. Uncertainty. Whenever uncertainty exists as to the intent or
vording of this article, the Sunset Beach Local Coastal Program
Reviev Board shall make an interpretation which shall be final
unless appealed to the County of Orange. Appeals will require the
filing of a Coastal Development Permit for a public hearing.

b. Except for special event signs, all permitted signs shall be located
on the same site as the use they identify or the goods they
advertise. Exception - Special event signs may be located off-site
vith the approval of the Sunset Beach Local Coastal Program Review
Board. -

Permitted Permanent Signs

a. Business sign: A sign displaying information pertaining to goods or
services offered or produced by the business located on the property
but not including advertising devices/displays. Business signs may
include the identifying name of a business.

b. Civic activity sign: A bulletin board customarily incident to
places of worship, libraries, museums, and other public
institutions.

c. Identification sign: A sign identifying the name and

symbol/insignia of an existing or future community, building,
business, facility, organization, person, etc.

Iv-22



Permitted Temporary Signms.

Temporary Signs are permitted in any district (except where prohibited).

A Coastal Development Permit will not be required if the sign does not
exceed the height of existing structures on a site.

a.

b.

The following signs are permitted:

1.

Real Estate signs: In any area one (1) real estate sign shall
be permitted on any building site or business property, not to
exceed four (4) square feet in area, unlighted and
unilluminated.

Construction signs: One (1) construction sign shall be
permitted on any building site, in any area, except where
specifically prohibited, unlighted and unilluminated and not to
exceed a total area of sixteen (16) square feet.

Upon reviev and recommendation of the Reviev Board and approval of
the Environmental Management Agency, the following signs are
permitted:

e

Special event signs: For community sponsored events such as the
Firemen’s Ball, Chili Bean Feed, Art Festival and Pancake
Breakfast, etc.

Portable signs: One (1) portable sign shall be permitted on any
building site zoned for commercial use, unlighted and
unilluminated and not to exceed a total area of sixteen (16)
square feet or five (5) feet in height. Portable signs are not
allowed in any road right-of-way.

Prohibited Signs

a.

d.

[

Signs which resemble or conflict with any traffic-control device or
conflict with safe and efficient flow of traffic.

Signs which create a safety hazard by obstructing clear view of
pedestrian and vehicular traffic.

Outdoor advertising signms.

Advertising device/display.

Banner signs.

Sign Definitions

Except as defined by these regulations, signs shall have the same
definitions per Section 7-9-144.1 of the Zoning Code.
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7. Lighted/Illuminated Signs

Lighted and illuminated signs shall be designed and installed so that
direct light rays shall be confined to the premises.

8. Signs Abutting Residential Areas

On the ocean side of Pacific Coast Highway business and identification
signs facing the ocean are permitted providing they are no more than
thirty two (32) square feet in area. If lighted, it shall be by
external lighting only with the rays directed on the sign face only.

9. Sign Measurements
a. Sign Area:

The entire area within vhich a single continuous perimeter of not
more than eight (8) straight lines enclose the extreme limits of
writing.

Signs shall not exceed one (1) square foot of sign area for each
linear foot of building frontage. The total aggregate sign area for
such signs shall not exceed one hundred and twenty-five (125) square
feet for each property. If the building frontage of any business is
less than twenty-five (25) feet, only one sign, having a maximum
area of twenty-five (25) square feet, shall be permitted for each
such business.

b. Sign Height:
The greatest vertical distance measured from the ground level
directly beneath the sign to the top of the sign. Signs shall not
exceed the building height limit of the district in which they are
located. _
'1) Pole and roof signs: Maximum height twenty-five (25) feet.
2) Wall signs: Maximum height thirty-five (35) feet.

VVM:im
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